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THE GODOWSKY SOCIETY ' A}

I apologise to members for the late issue of HNewsletter No. 2. \

Thig edition is much as outlined in the first Hewsletter: 1t contains

—)

the complete list of Godowsky's published transcriptions 4_and a formidable list
. . —— . B 4 . . 2 y . . K s =
it is! Bxcenting the list of educational publications which will appear in a

later issue, %his concludes the list of published works. This has involved

quite a bit of typing which has been done, of necessity, by myself, and I'm fw
sorry if the spelling errors offend, but I do not at the momeni have time to

proof read my work with the albtention it requires. s

Also included is John Hinderer's 'lotes cn a Godowsky kaster Cléss' plus f
the same writer's (he acted for some time as Godowsky's unpaid secretary ) tGodowsky
and Javanese Music' which relates to the Java Suite': This was, inoidentally, ‘

just one (and a considerable one, for it has a playing time of over an hour) of

—
a projected ss2ries of travelogues. His further plans for this series were |
reported thus: "Next I shall record my musical impressions of Egypt, Assyria

and Palestine, as well as those of several HBuropean countries. Then I shall —1

come back to imerica and staft\on the'American suite which I have already planned.’
This American suite will begin with a polyphonic sketch-entitled the "kelting Pot™]
in which early America is shown as a combination of Old §Qr1d elements. There ‘
will be a skyscraper movement to denote the energy and power of America and its #}
gignificent aim to reach the skies. A desoriptign of Hiagare Falls will symboli b
the momentum of American life, and there will be iooal descriptiong involving the_
Negro rhythms of the South and the Indian color of the West. Such eleménts as
the cowboy and miner will be treated carefully. The final sketch will be my

conception of glorified Jjazz." Shortly after giving this interview, Godowsgy ﬂ?

=

had a stroke Tollowing which he virtually stepped writing music and concertizing.

1

Ronald Stevenson kindly contributed the co of the caricature of the
y Dy ;

great Walloorn violinist and composer Hugene Ysaye (18%8-1931) and Godowsky. It
iz taken from Prof.lLev Ginsburg's book YSAYE, translated from the Russian by B
X. ¥. Danko and edited by Dr. H. R. Axelrod (Paganiniana Publications, Inc.,
211 West Sylvania Avenue, Keptuné City, ¥.J. 07753; U.S.A.; published 1980).
This is a pictorial and informative treasure-trove. Unfb%tunately,.the artist
who executed the caricature is not credited. - e A -;
Stevenson has also furnished the following observations: A

Recently I read Lajos Lesznai's book on Bartok, translated by Dr. Percy”

M. Young (J.k. Dent & Sons Ltd., London; 1973}. In the ‘A?pendix ¢ - Persbnalia
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one reads 3

"Godowsky, Leopold (187O~1938), a Pollsh—born planlst, settled in

the U.S8.A. in 190L. He was at that tlme Dlreotor of a Conservatony
in Chioago. Betwecn 1909 and 1914 he taugnt 1n Vlenna. A naturalized
American, he ended hls llfe in New York.” ‘ '
- Not a word about the oomD031tlons and 1ransor1pt10ns.
Also, that's a deoldealy ood last entence, Whlch gaucnely 17011es
that Godowsky was a sulcide - whlc ue celtalnly Wasn‘*'

But the main body of thls book contalns some valuaole researoh—materlal
wnich pxoves that Godowsky &dVl sed the- young Bartok on hls plano-wrlﬁlng, and
that, moreover, Bartok took the advice. Eere g the proof.

Bartok letter to his mother, ﬁebruany 6 1903, from Vienna: "I played
a new work of my own w1th wnloh I gcnleved muoh suocess...Iu is a sonata
movement for the left hand only, whwch sounds as 1f T played it with three
hands. Leeopold Godowsky enJded these pleoes, and remarked that the one for
left hand had good ideas. He. also crltlclsed somethlng in it, and I will use

his suggestiony in so far as thls is concerned 1t Wlll make an improvement.

'ﬂlnally he =aid, 'Out of that sometnlng great Wlll emerge.

Bartok's Ltude for the Left Hand (1903) is publl shed in Raymond

Lewenthal's suberb collection Plano Hu31c for One Hand (bchlrmer, H.Y., 1972).

It is a sonata—movement. The Godoqsky correotlon oould be Verlfled by

comparison Hlth the ovlglnal draft 1S Whlch I shall t:y to obtaln from

Budapevu. - But the leuter is proof.

R S,

The undernoted lis t oF reoorﬂlngs by Godowsky and of mu51c by Godowsky

plaged by ozhero as 1ntended as a Dend¢nt to the Dlscography, however I'm

giving it Jjust the same. Bhese reoordlngs are all of falrly reeenu provenance
and. shouldéstill be available. 1 w111 always be glaa for information regardlng
reoordinés oT things Godowsky ' : - :  : -
International Plano ArchlVPS IPL 105 Lébpold‘GddQWSky’; Piano

Greig: Ballade » | ‘ L Rt

Beethoven: Op. Slé'Sonatai

Schumann: Carnival _ _
Desmaﬂ IPA 113 Leouold Godowsky - Plano

Chopln Sonata No. 2, B—@lat mlnor, Op. 3b

Debussy: Clalr de lune

Sinding. Rustle of uprlng

uhamlnaqe. Scarf Danoe and The Flatﬁerer

Rubensteins Melpdy in F

Pchaikowsky: Baicarollg ~ June from Op. 37

Schubert— Godowslky : Morgﬂngruss ‘

Sohubert—@odowsky Gute ﬁaeht A %

A1l of the above recorded between 1925 and 1930 .

‘,
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_ Scnubert—GodowsKy »

| aesmar i_A llu/ﬁ9 Cz-recowd seﬁ) D v1d S?perton - Plano

'Internatlonal Plano Arohlves IPL 1001 Hteven Glover - nlano

$or

Pearl GEHi 167 Leopold Godowsky — Piano
_bchubert—Godowsky ﬁorgengruss

'bchnbert-Lluzt Hark “Harkl fThe Lark!

hendeTSsohn Andante/Rondo Capr1001oso .:‘
CQODln—LlSZt" Lhant Polonals No. 5. :
Henselt: Berceuse 1n F—sharp magér -
rgnton‘Rubenste1n~< Reve Angellque

:Antén uubensteln?‘ berenade in Ibnlnor‘uw

DauQ1g. Farche Illltalre

Gute Tacht

ohuber

norln- Vaises' b—Ilat magoxg_Op- 18 L A S L e i -

AA—Ilat Op 42

Btudes: G-flas, Op. 10 No. 53 “op. 25 Wo. 9
} ,‘ F-Hlnor, Op 25 No. 5 & ;;f e
:Nocturne 1n S—flat op 9 No; 1 -
Polonaise in & maaor, Op. 40, No. i'“
1mprowntu in A—Ilat OPo 29 :
,;igénials;e—IﬁOrOﬂﬁfu’ op‘ o6

et

JBeroeuGe in p~fl E, OD. 57

bHO“la—Godowsky } Studies on L onln utudeo HOo- 4, 13 14 13,2% ?b 33 =
’ T G 47048 and 45 "

Strauss-Godowsky: Symnqonlc Tetamorph031s on ﬁhemes from ”D¢e Pledermauﬁ
. ' Symnhonlo letamorphopls on the Waltz,‘“prtl ts Life"

(thls album also con talns the compTete Chonlr btudles ~ 1n the orlémnalﬂl

. s
N

Gooowsky Passacaglla 1n B—mlnor

(tnls record also includes the Noszkowskl Plano bonoerto)

‘Ol eau~Lyre DbLO 7 B bhura uherkaSbky - Plano

P

burauqs~60dowsky Jlne, Women and oonr

Saint~5aens~Godowsky: The Swan
Rameau-Godowsky: Tambourin '

Godowsky: Waltz—Poem IV for left hand alone ‘ '
SohubertéGodowsky. moment Jusical No. 3 in ﬂ-mlnor, Opr§é )
Albeﬁiz/@odoﬁékyii Lango, Op. 165 Ko, 2 ~ *
Godowsky: Alt Wien ‘"" 8 b et @

(this record includes a gelectid by otner oomposers)

i B
S R

C—sharn mlnor, Op. 04 No. 21:,,; T ..—;

-
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L'Oiseau~Iyre  DSLO 26... J orge Bolet  Piang:

2

Chopin~Godowsky: Studigs on Chopin Etudes Tos. l,,v 5, T, 12, 13,
15, 25 and 44.

S e O
Waltz in D=flat major Op. 70 No. 3
| Waltz in B flat major Op. 18 Concert
~raGenesis. G5 X000 - Dorisi Pimes .+ Planed 0o s
Rameau~Gogdowsky o Tambourin o0 w00 05

2 Godovskys o fenerisgh it Ui e LB T Dradare snes’

Lt un Godowsky: - Humoresque: (£rom Miniatunes ifor  four hands Jo-wkth Linda

v Chopip~Uodowsky ¢ Blwdel Fowi D3y v o e L0 0 e Erledman

S ChopinsGiodowsky:s » Bbudet Wo. AT~ 08 camil o cradees T TRt M & P

Strauss~CGodowsky: Die Fledermaus CTEE el il
L Godowskys ~Sonata: in-¥eminor '.»"(:,fir“s:b‘ movement-only ) ;o
Godowsky: Java Suite — Gamelan and Chattering Mczxkkﬁ,ey,s._,:

From now on, I hope to establish a regulaz:pa‘u*ewn & dspuing
Wewsletters inm dugust and in:¥ebruary, so the next -dssue will be August
this year. Anyone wishing to contribute will be most welcohe and the
deddline For contributicns will be mid«Iuly dt the latesb.: oo

‘Duei o inereased vosts of duplieation and postages: membe e sl

appreciéte that the present su’dscription is unrealisticas ¢ rhocerdingly,: -
Wwith much misgivingi I'm hawing to raise: thim $o0 £4.00 (89.00) which may.
be Torwarded at yvour eohvenience.or: on receipt of :the n€xt Mewsletter.
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Harry Winstanley
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